A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN BY COOCHBEHAR UNIT, SATSA, ON THE GROUND OF SOCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY

Year 2003-2004


As per the resolution taken in the CEC meeting held on 11.10.2003 at Burdwan, Coochbehar unit, SATSA, had decided to conduct one farmers’ training meeting at each of the total 11 (eleven) agricultural blocks of Coochbehar district. Accordingly, 11 (eleven) nos. of training meetings were conducted from 18.10.2003 to 15.02.2003 on Govt. Holidays. Total 772 (seven hundred seventy two) nos. of farmers were directly trained on various important issues such as Seed Production, IPM, INM, Need-Based Irrigation, Value-Based Production, Latest Agril. Technologies etc. All of the meetings were highlighted in daily newspapers with special emphasis on rendering the service for farming community on Govt. Holidays. The date, venue and nos. of farmers are detailed below:

	Date
	Name of Block
	Venue
	No. of Trainee farmers
	News Published

	18.10.2003
	Dinhata-II
	Contolerhat
	70
	On 12.12.2003 in the Anandabazar Patrika and on 18.03.2004 in the Ganasakti

	26.10.2003
	Mekliganj
	Dhaprahat
	75
	

	01.11.2003
	Setai
	Setai
	100
	

	08.11.2003
	Mathabhanga-II
	Kodalkheti
	72
	

	09.11.2003
	Coochbehar-I
	Ghughumari
	63
	

	15.11.2003
	Dinhata-I
	Vetaguri
	55
	

	16.11.2003
	Tufanganj-I
	Chamta
	60
	

	22.11.2003
	Coochbehar-II
	Bararangras
	75
	

	22.11.2003
	Mathabhanga-I
	Kursamari
	50
	

	07.12.2003
	Sitalkuchi
	Horibolahat
	60
	

	15.02.2003
	Tufanganj-I
	Marugunj
	40
	

	Total
	772
	


Year 2004-2005

     Reconstruction Work Against Flood

a. Deocharai

                   During July 2004, Deocharai G.P. of Tufanganj Block-I was devastatingly affected by flood. SATSA Coochbehar unit decided to help some farmers on that crisis. On 24.07.2004 in presence of Mr. Tamser Ali , local M.L.A., SATSA, Coochbehar unit, distributed urea-kit @ 5 kg each among 120 (one hundred and twenty) nos. of distressed farmers of Deocharai G.P. The news was highly praised by the Anandabazar patrika on 30.07.2004, the Uttar Banga Sambad on 25.07.2004 and the Ganasakti on 26.07.2004.

b. Chhatnotafela

       It is a small village beside the Kaljani river in Nazirhat-II G.P. under Dinhata Block-II. On the other side of Kaljani river there is Bangladesh. Boro paddy was the main crop of the inhabitants’ of Chhatnotafela village. But due to dreadful Stream-Bank Erosion about 100 (hundred) acres of land was already drowned under the river. Another 100 (hundred) acres of sand-laden area was entirely unsuitable for crop cultivation. According to the discussion held with late Shri Kamal Guha, the then hon’ble MIC, Agriculture, Govt. of W.B., SATSA, Coochbehar undertook a massive programme. The soil of that area was tested. In accordance with the soil testing results SATSA Coochbehar unit, organized a farmers’ meeting on 20.11.2005 and distributed 2400 (two thousand four hundred) nos. of hybrid seeds of Bottle Gourd, Pumpkin, Watermelon and Cucumber and 30 (thirty) kg Vermicompost (prepared in the District seed farm, COB) among 30 nos. of distressed farmers at free of cost. Moreover, for comparatively highland, five nos. of farmers were given all agricultural inputs for conducting 5 (five) nos. of demonstrations viz., two D/Cs of Hybrid Maize, two D/Cs of Mustard and one D/C of Groundnut. Inputs given were 6 kg Hybrid Maize seed, 2 kg Mustard seed, 15 kg G. Nut seed, 121 kg Urea, 170 kg S.S.P., 45 kg M.O.P. and 500 gm Borax at free of cost. Through these activities 20 (twenty) bighas of land was brought under cultivation. On 26.12.2004 the then Principal Secretary, Dr. Sukhbilash Barma visited the entire area and applauded these endeavor of SATSA. The most important thing was that the concerned farmers got back their lost confidence. The entire fact was published in details in the Anandabazar Patrika on 02.02.2005.

c. Arampur

It was also a severely flood affected village under Tufanganj Block-I.  On 03.12.2004 SATSA, Coochbehar unit, organized a farmers’ training meeting in Arampur and distributed 1600 (sixteen hundred) nos. of hybrid seed and 20 kg Vermicompost among 20 (twenty) nos. of affected farmers at free of cost. Moreover, for two nos. of D/Cs of Mustard, 2 kg HYV Mustard Seed, 45 kg Urea, 60 kg S.S.P., 26 kg M.O.P. and 500 gm Borax were distributed between two farmers at free of cost. This was highlighted in the Bartaman on 05.12.2004 and in the Ganasakti on 05.11.2004.

Farmers’ Training Meeting

a. On 19.10.2004 SATSA, Coochbehar, held a farmers’ training meeting at Gitaldaha G.P. in Dinhata Block-I. In presence of Shri D. Kaluar, Zilla Parishad Member, respective Panchyat Samity Members and R.D.O. of UBI Gitaldaha. Eighty farmers were trained on different problematic issues of recent agriculture.

b. On 26.01.2005, Republic Day, W.B.C.A.D.C. Employees Association organized a farmers’ training meeting at Balarampur C.A.D.C. and invited SATSA. SATSA participated in that meeting and trained about 60 (sixty) nos. of farmers.
Demonstation

     To train the farmers regarding regarding crop-diversification in practical field, SATSA Coochbehar organized 7 (seven) nos. of demonstrations (each of one bigha) in 7 (seven) separate locations of this district. There were 3 (three) D/Cs of Maize, 2 (two) D/Cs of Mustard, one each of Tobacco and Sunflower. All of the required inputs were distributed to the farmers at free of cost. The results were highly satisfactory. The inputs supplied were as follows:

	Name of the Input
	Quantity

	Mustard Seed (Var. Abhay)
	1 kg

	Hybrid Maize Seed
	9 kg

	Tobacco Seed
	8 gm

	Sunflower Seed 
	650 gm

	Ured
	235 kg

	S.S.P.
	385 kg

	M.O.P.
	108 kg

	Biofertilizer
	7.2 kg

	Micronutrient
	8.75 kg


The Tobacco D/C plot at Katamari was visited and highly praised by Dr D. Konar, the D.A. and E.O.S. The dailies such as the Anandabazar Patrika on 16.02.2005 and the Ganasakti on 17.02.2005 applauded the endeavor of SATSA Coochbehar unit.

Year 2005-2006

a.  Krishi-Pathsala

 In cooperation with Dinhata-I Panchyat Samaity and Petla G.P., SATSA Coochber unit launched a Krishi-Patsala in Petla G.P. at Dinhata Block-I. The Hon’ble MIC, Agriculture, Late Shri Kamal Guha, inaugurated the Patsala on 04.07.2005. Mr. Nayan Das, the General Secretary, SATSA, W.B. and Shri Malay Banerjee, CEC member, remain present in that occasion. Members of SATSA, Coochbehar, trained 50 (fifty) farmers in every Saturday and Sunday on different topics. The Patsala was continued for three months. For testing soil samples the farmers were given Soil-Testing Kit also.

b. Torsa Parer Krishi Katha

For upliftment of farming community of Coochbehar and for skill up-gradation of farmers, SATSA Coochbehar published a book namely, ‘Torsa Parer Krishi Katha’. This Book was a combination of all sorts of technological information for major crops of Coochbehar and was distributed among farmers @ Rs. 50.00 per copy. The farmers were highly satisfied with the book and which was reflected by the Uttar Banga Sambad.

C. Combat Against Late Blight of Potato

       During 2005-06 Rabi season potato growers of this district were badly affected by Late Blight disease of Potato. Following the appeal by Late Shri Kamal Guha, MIC, Agriculture, Govt. of W.B., SATSA, Coochbehar, assisted 269 (two hundred sixty nine) nos. of potato growers by providing ANTRACOL and Dithane M-45 at free of cost. The total valuation of the fungicides was Rs. 50,0000.00.

Year 2006-2007

a.  Combat Against Late Blight of Potato

During Rabi season of 2006-07 also Late Blight of Potato devastatingly affected the potato field. On demand from farmers, SATSA, Coochbehar, published a leaflet regarding the control of the said disease and distributed the same upto the booth level. Farmers Organizations and each of the leading dailies had highly praised the endeavor.


Year 2007-2008

a. Farmers’ Training 

SATSA, Coochbehar, organized 3(three) nos. of farmers’ training meeting and trained 205 (two hundred five) nos. of farmers on different problems of cultivations of different crops.

	Date
	Block
	Venue
	No. of Farmers Trained

	08.07.2007
	Dinhata-I
	Baro Sakdol
	80

	27.08.2007
	Mathabhanga-I
	Jorpatki
	70

	12.12.2007
	Tufanganj-I
	Natabari-II G.P.
	55


b. Farmers Training

           In collaboration with Dhanuka Agrotech, SATSA, Coochbehar, conducted a large farmers’ training in Kholta (the main potato belt) on 06.10.2007 and trained 150 (one hundred fifty) nos. of progressive potato growers of Kholta. The main topic was Potato cultivation and control against Late Blight.

c. Seminar

      On 16.12.2007 SATSA, Coochbehar, organized a Seminar on Late Blight of Potato to enrich the members. The Guest Lecturer was Prof. Anil Choudhury, B.C.K.V., and Dr. Sujay Saha, Assistant Mycologist and Joint Secretary Kolkata unit.

d. Audio Cassette

       To create mass awareness regarding control measures of Late Blight, SATSA, Coochbehar unit released an Audio Cassette entitled “Alur Dhasa Pratikarer Satarka Barta” on 05.01.2008. Almost all the daily newspapers praised these efforts of SATSA, Coochbehar.

e. Insurance Claim of Potato

          For non-availability of the share of Central Govt. of the insurance claim of potato, there was tremendous resentment among the potato growers of this district. SATSA, Coochbehar, submitted a Memorandum to the Hon’ble Member of Parliament, Shri Hiten Barman; Sabhadhipati, Coochbehar Zilla Parisad and District Administration. On constant persuasion farmers got the total claim within March 2008.


Lastly SATSA, Coochbehar, remains always alert regarding any problem of farming community, feels for them and promises to assist them in any of their adverse situations.

                                         With thanks, SATSA, Coochbehar

